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Abstract 
In recent years, Saudi Arabia, as one of the influential countries in the region of 

Southwest Asia, has started a lot of activities in the cyber field; Saudi Arabia is 

taking advantage of this space to compete with its regional rivals, such as the 

Islamic Republic of Iran. One of the most important areas of this confrontation 

was the riots in Iran in January 2018, in which the dimensions of transnational 

interventions were not very clear at the beginning. But after a while, the 

dimensions of other countries' involvement in these events became clear and led 

us to examine the role of one of the important countries in this field. In other 

words, this study seeks to uncover the general principles of Saudi cyber 

diplomacy during the January 2018 protests against the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

This study intends to investigate Saudi Arabia's cyber diplomacy towards Iran 

using a qualitative method and using the theme analysis method. The research 

community in this study is the tweets sent by important Saudi institutions and 

users in January 2018. For this research, more than 2000 tweets were selected 

and reviewed. After starting the coding process according to the standards of 

content analysis method, more than 180  basic themes, 17  organizing themes 

and finally 5  comprehensive themes were obtained, which in fact are the themes 

that form the main axes of Saudi cyber diplomacy; The results of this study show 

that the emphasis on ethnic and regional divergences, regional violations of 

Iranian activism, the destruction of the Revolutionary Guards and the destruction 

of the ruling system in Iran, are the main axes of Saudi cyber diplomacy against 

the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Keywords: Cyber Diplomacy, Saudi Arabia, January 2018 riots, Twitter, Islamic 
Republic of Iran 

                                                                 

 % Assistant Professor and Faculty Member, Faculty of Islamic Education, Culture and 

Communication, Imam Sadegh University                                                    borzooei@isu.ac.ir 
%% PhD student in Culture and Communication, Imam Sadegh University 

 ar.tamaddon@isu.ac.ir      
%% Master student of Culture and Communication, Imam Sadegh University 

 r.jahanbazi@isu.ac.ir    

Received: 2020/10/15 
 
Accepted: 2021/03/12 

mailto:borzooei@isu.ac.ir
mailto:%20r.jahanbazi@isu.ac.ir
mailto:%20r.jahanbazi@isu.ac.ir


  

 66-33نم  1400 ثٟبض ٚ تبثؿتبٖ(، 59 ٥بپ٣)پ اَٚ ، قٕبض٠ٞكتٓٚ  ٥ؿتؾبَ ث ٔمبِٝ پػٚٞك٣، ٚ اضتجبعبت، ٤ٗزٚفهّٙبٔٝ ػ٣ّٕ ز

ز٤پّٕبؾ٣ ؾب٤جط٢ ػطثؿتبٖ ؾؼٛز٢ زض لجبَ ا٤طاٖ زض ثؿتط قجىٝ اختٕبػ٣ ت٥٤ٛتط؛ 

 1396 ٔبٜ ٢زٔغبِؼٝ ٔٛضز٢ اغتكبقبت 
 −ٔحٕسضضب ثطظ٣٤ٚ

 −−ا٥ٔطضضب تٕسٖ

 −−−ٌٛخب٣٘ضضب خٟب٘جبظ٢ 
 چى٥سٜ
یپی اُ ٽٚوٍهبی اطَځٌاٍ ىٍ ډن٦ٺه ػنوة ٱَة نٕيب، ىٍ كوُه  ٭نوا  ثههبی اهيَ، ٭َثٖشب  ٕٮوىی ىٍ ٕبڃ

ای هوى همبنني هبی ُیبىی ٍا نٱبُ ٽَىه إز. ٭َثٖشب  اُ این ٵ٢ب ثَای سٺبثڄ ثب ٍٹجبی ډن٦ٺهٕبیجَی ٵٮبڅيز

 1396ٕبڃ  ډبه یىهبی این سٺبثڄ، اٱشٚبٙبر اُ ډهمشَین ٭َٝه ثَى. یپیػمهوٍی إلاډی ایَا  ثهَه ٵَاوانی ډی

اډب دٔ اُ ځٌٙز انيٽی، اثٮبى ؛ هبی ٵَاډچی ىٍ ن  ؿنيا  ٍوٙن نجوىىٍ ایَا  ثوى ٽه ىٍ نٱبُ اثٮبى ىهبڅز

ىهبڅز ٕبیَ ٽٚوٍهب ىٍ این وٹبی٬ ٍوٙن ٙي و ٕجت ٙي سب ثه ثٍَٕی نٺ٘ یپی اُ ٽٚوٍهبی ډهڈ ىٍ این ُډينه 

ثذَىاُیڈ. ثه ثيب  ىیڂَ این دْوه٘ ثه ىنجبڃ ن  إز سب اٝوڃ ٽچی ىیذچمبٕی ٕبیجَی ٭َثٖشب  ىٍ ایبڇ ا٭شَا١بر 

یَا  ٍا ٽٚٴ نمبیي. این دْوه٘ ٹٞي ىاٍى ثب ٍوٗ ٽيٶی و ثب إشٶبىه اُ ٭چيه ػمهوٍی إلاډی ا 96 ډبه یى

ٍوٗ سلچيڄ ډ٢مو  $سڈ#، ثه ثٍَٕی ىیذچمبٕی ٕبیجَی ٭َثٖشب  ٕٮوىی ىٍ ٹجبڃ ایَا  ثذَىاُى. ػبډٮه سلٺيٸ ىٍ 

ثَای این  إز ٽه 96ٕبڃ  ډبه یىاُ ٕوی نهبىهب و ٽبٍثَا  ډهڈ ٭َثٖشبنی ىٍ  ٙيه إٍبڃی هب زیيسواین دْوه٘، 

انشوبة و ډوٍى ثٍَٕی ٹَاٍ ځَٵز. دٔ اُ نٱبُ ٵَنیني ٽيځٌاٍی ٥جٸ  زیيسو 2000دْوه٘، ثي٘ اُ 

ډ٢مو   5ىهنيه و نهبیشبً  ډ٢مو  ٕبُډب  17ډ٢مو  دبیه،  180ثي٘ اُ  إشبنياٍىهبی ٍوٗ سلچيڄ ډ٢مو ،

-ٕی ٕبیجَی ٭َثٖشب  ٍا ٙپڄ ډیډ٢بډين ٵَاځيَ، همب  ډلوٍهبی اٝچی ىیذچمب ىٍواٹ٬ٵَاځيَ ثه ىٕز نډي ٽه 

ای، سو٦ئه ٽنٚڂَی ی ٹوډی و ډن٦ٺههب ییواځَاىهي ٽه سؤٽيي ثَ ىهني. نشبیغ كبٝڄ اُ این دْوه٘ نٚب  ډی

ای ایَا ، سوَیت ٭مچپَى ٕذبه دبٕياٍا  و سوَیت نو٫ ن٪بڇ كبٽڈ ىٍ ایَا ، ډلوٍهبی اٝچی ىیذچمبٕی ډن٦ٺه

 ىهي.یَا  ٍا سٚپيڄ ډیٕبیجَی ٭َثٖشب  ٭چيه ػمهوٍی إلاډی ا
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  اڅٖلاڇ $نویٖنيه ډٖئوڃ#.  ډٮبٍٳ إلاډی و ٵَهنڀ و اٍسجب٥بر ىانٚڂبه اډبڇ ٝبىٷ ٭چيه ٽشَیىىانٚؼوی  −−
  ar.tamaddon@isu.ac.ir  

 اڅٖلاڇ ٭چيه ٝبىٷ اډبڇ ىانٚڂبه اٍسجب٥بر و ٵَهنڀ و إلاډی ډٮبٍٳ ٍٙشه اٍٙي ٽبٍٙنبٕی ىانٚؼوی −−−
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