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Abstract 
Emphasizing the subject of imitation as an instinctive and natural factor in human learning, 

Aristotle in his Poetics considers mimesis as the origin of artistic indulgence, however his 

commitment to the theory of imitation, like Plato, does not reduce the work of art to mere 

representation of the real world. In fact, when Aristotle explicitly prefers the probable 

impossibility to the possible improbability in explaining the mechanism of the plot of tragedy, 

such a viewpoint entails acknowledging the validity and reliability of the possible literary 

world and confirming its self-sufficiency. Obviously, adopting such a view requires a 

formalist reading of Aristotle's theory, a reading that contrasts with the anti-formalist 

approach prevalent in the mimetic theory. Therefore, the question which arises is on what 

basis and by what means did Aristotle succeed in merging these two different theories, and 

does such a view ultimately guarantee the self-sufficiency of the literary work or not? For this 

reason, the present study, while critically reading the place of imitation theory in Aristotle's 

thought, analyzes the concept of probable impossibility and according to Aristotle's own 

statements in the poetics, account for his understanding of as probable impossibility as well as 

the self-sufficiency of the literary work. Finally, this study shows Aristotle, acknowledging 

the independence of the literary work and emphasizing the validity of the principle of 

probability and necessity in shaping the internal logic of the work, still believes in the 

representation of the real world, although his adherence to the principle of representation 

requires attention to structure of events and not its content. 
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. Men in action 
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� The objects of imitation are men in action. 
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� The objects the imitator represents are actions. 
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