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Abstract 

This study aimed at investigating the perceptions of pre-school teachers of critical 

thinking skills. The population of the study was all pre-school teachers working in 

pre-school institutions in the city of Shazand (in the Markazi province). The sample 

was selected from among them through convenient sampling. Eight pre-school 

teachers were interviewed 

storytelling, questioning and conversation with children were observed and the 

guiding programs and activities of the pre-schools were examined as the document. 

The results of the content analysis of the interviews showed that pre-school teachers 

in theory have a relatively good perception of the definition of critical thinking and 

the importance and necessity of critical thinking in the present era and teaching 

methods. But the results of the observation showed that in the debate that began with 

questions after the story, preschool teachers emphasized more on knowledge and 

recall and a few questions encouraged children to aquire skills of analysis, synthesis, 

creation and evaluation. In fact, the preschool teachers, in practice, due to lack of 

sufficient knowledge of questioning techniques did not have the skills to teach 

children and could not encourage children toward critical thinking.
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