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Pic3: Tehran bazaar, new 

pedestrian around it and 

its carriage, given inter-

esting mood to Bazaar 

Special Issue sidewalk 

perspective. 

Photo:SarvinElahi, 2010.
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Pic1: View of mountains 

and hills as natural attrac-

tions in Tehran.  Photo: 

Seyed Mohammad Bagher 

Mansouri, 2011.
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Tehran is
Beautiful
Aesthetics of Tehran Urban Development

Abstract: An aesthetic look at the beauties 

of a city will lead to the understanding of its dif-

ferent aspects provided that a clear set of stan-

of life inside the urban structures and the feel-

ings that those structures create also receive 

an adequate attention. This will further uncover 

a new aspect of urban beauties in terms of the 

city landscape – what has so far been rarely 

brought into the spotlight.    

Tehran was gradually developed from the 

Qajar era through the course of the Pahlavid 

era. It started its life as a quiet city overlooked 

Another key characteristic of the city were the 

old and quiet alleys. In fact, it was mostly due 

to these mere natural beauties that Tehran was 

chosen as the capital city of the country. How-

ever, it eventually started to become a popu-

lous and busy place.    

Nonetheless, Tehran is a vivid and colorful 

has numerous sources of beauty most of which 

are natural like the mountains, trees and parks 

as well as elements of the old and the new land-

scapes. In fact, the city has an underlying sys-

tematic order in terms of elements of beauty. 

Also, the co-existence of beauties that belong 

to the old Tehran with those of the new Tehran 

has created a unique identity for the big city. 

Tehran in its old days had natural and sym-

bolic beauties. However, the appearance of the 

city changed after it was expanded to host a 

larger dweller population. The emergence of 

developments which were the results of mod-

ernism also contributed to the change in Teh-

ran’s appearance. Today, the appearance of 

Tehran is a combination of modernism which 

has been excessively imported into Iran as 

well as the elements of nature that have been 

prevalent from old times.  Nevertheless, what 

-

ern looks of Tehran are the elements that have 

been used for the purpose of promoting the 

city’s beauties. Examples of those elements 

-

tation projects, murals, etc. The present article 

has assessed all the positive and negative as-

pects of Tehran’s appearance and has eventu-

ally distinguished Iran’s capital city as beauti-

ful, vivid and vibrant. Nevertheless, it has been 

acknowledged that some external and internal 

elements have overshadowed Tehran’s beau-

of Tehran particularly now that the city is sur-

rounded by many concerns and issues. Still, it 

is always possible to look at things from a dif-

ferent perspective.  
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Pic 2: Today various re-

ligious and commercial 

activities in tekiye Tajrish 

bazaar and Tehran grand 

bazaar create nostalgic 

connection with the past 

of this place.Photo: Hami-

dreza Salehi, 2010.
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and natural elements in the 

manmade space, creating 

a nice atmosphere from 

past to today in Tehran. 

Holy shrine of Abu Talib, 

Farahzad,Tehran. Source: 

www.aliakbargonbad.com
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