
   
   

 
Tadhkiratal-Awliya¦ ':WhatisTadhkirat?

WhoaretheAwliya¦ '?
ShahramPazouki

Abstract
Asisapparentfromtheliteralmeaningofthewordtadhkirah, itisthe

bookoftheremembranceoftheawliya¦'.Itisnotabiographicalworkinthe
modernsensewhichfocusesonthephysical lifeofanyparticularperson.
Thus,oneshouldnotjudgeitaccordingtothestandardsofmodernhistorical
criticism.Thestoriesoftheawliya¦'initarenotconfinedtoanycertaintime
orlocationbutcanbetrueforthewayfarersofotheragesandsituations.In
somerespects, itissimilarinmethodtotheFus¤us¤ al-H¤ikamofIbn,Arabi,
exceptthatthesubjectoftheFus¤us¤ istheprophetswhiletheTadhkirat is
abouttheSufisheikhs,theawliya¦'.Likewise,itissimilartotheQur'anitself,
insofarastheQur'anrelatesthespiritualstatesoftheprophetsthroughits
narratives.Althoughthesesheikhshavedifferentspiritualstates,inthewords
ofAttar,somearepeopleofknowledge,somearepeopleofactionandothers
arepeopleoflovewithnosimilaritiesamongthem;thereisahiddenspiritual
threadthatbindsthemtogether,andthisiswala¦yat.Sincethesesheikhshave
beenperfectedintheSufipath, theybecameawliya¦'. Initstruemeaning,
wala¦yatistheprincipleofSufism.ThisiswhyAt¤t¤a¦rbeginshisbookwiththe
remembranceofImamS¤a¦diq,andshowshisspiritualaspectratherthanthe
jurisprudentialortheologicalaspectsemphasizedbysomanyShìiteauthors.
Oneofthemainrequisitesofwala¦yatisspiritualdevotiontotheawliya¦',and
At¤t¤a¦rshowshisdevotiontotheminhisremembrances,althoughhedoesnot
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explicitlymentionhisownpersonalspiritualmasterororder.
Whatdoesanyofthishavetodowiththeplightofspiritualseekerstoday?In
theintroductiontothebook,ashediscusseshisreasonsforwritingit,At¤t¤a¦r
saysthathewantstoremindusoftheforgottentruthandspirituality.He
invitesustoturnourattentiontothosewhopracticedthedisciplinesof
solitaryretreats, theawliya¦', inorderthatwemayfindthewaytoeternal
salvation.ButhowisitpossibletounderstandAt¤t¤a¦r'smessageinaworldthat
hasbecomesoalientotheoneinwhichhelived?InthelanguageofMawlavi,
weneedtofindheart-felt sympathywithAt¤t¤a¦r inordertoenter intoa
dialoguewithhim:"Onenessofheartisbetterthanonenessoftongue."
Keyterms:Tadhkiratal-Awliya¦,Tadhkirat,awliya¦,At¤t¤a¦r,wala¦yat.
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IbnSinaandtheclassification

ofphilosophy
Risa¦ latAqsa¦ mal-H¤ ikmat

MohsenKadivar

Abstract
OneoftheindisputableworksofAvicenna(Abu¦ ÀliHusaynibnÀbd-

Alla¦hibnSina¦)(980-1037)ishistreatisecalled"TheDivisionsofPhilosophy"
(Risa¦lat al-Aqsa¦mal-H¤ikmah;Taqa¦simal-h¤ikmahwa-Aqsa¦mal-̀Ulu¦mal-
Àqliyyah)whichwaswrittenapproximatelybetween1002and1022. The
treatisecomprisesapreface,elevenchapters,andaconclusion.Init,Avicenna
givesaconciseintroductiontofifteenpartsofPhysics, fifteenbranchesof
Mathematics, sevenbranchesofMetaphysics, threebranchesof Practical
Philosophy,ninebranchesofLogic,andintotalfortyninebasicandminor
typesofphilosophy,aswellasnamesofthemostessentialrefrencesintheir
respectivefields.HehasmentionedtwentybooksofAristotle,aswellasthe
writingsofPlato,Euclid,Bryson,andPorphyry.Thecontentofthistreatise
hasbeencontinuedandcompletedinAvicenna'sotherworks, suchasthe
introductionof logicandthemetaphysicsofal-Shifa¦'Da¦nishna¦mahÀla¦'i,
Ùyu¦nal-H¤ikmahandal-H¤ikmatal-Mashriqiyyin.However,thistreatiseisthe
mostcomprehensiveworkofAvicennaintheclassificationofsciencesandthe
divisionofPhilosophy.
TheclassificationofphilosophybyAvicennainhistreatisehasbeen

derivedfromtheAristotelianlegacy.Theframeworkofthe classificationof
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philosophyintotheoreticalandpracticalphilosophy,andthefurthertripartite
divisionofeachofthetwointheIslamicphilosophycanbeenseeninthetwo
treatisesofal-Fa¦ra¦bientitledAl-Tanbih àla¦ Sabil al-Sàa¦dahandMimma¦
Yanbaghi anYuqaddammqabl TàallumFalsafat Arast¤u¦, andKha¦razmi.
Mafa¦tih¤ al-̀Ulu¦m.TheclassificationofMathematicsandPhysicshasappeared
inthetreatisewrittenbyal-Kindientitled,KammiyatKutubArast¤a¦t¤a¦liswa-
ma-Yuhta¦juilayhifi-Tah¤silal-Falsafah.

Keyterms: Avicenna, Risa¦la¦t al-Aqsa¦mal-H¤ ikmah, Taqa¦simal-h¤ ikmah,
Aqsa¦mal-̀Ulu¦mal-̀Aqliyyah, (classificationof Sciences, classificationof
philosophy.)
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